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LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

On behalf of the Board of Commissioners and
Township staff, | am pleased to present our 2015
Annual Report and 2016-2017 Calendar.

In addition to a 12-month calendar
highlighting the Lower Merion Township Parks
system, in these pages you will find information
about the Township's 2015 financial reports;
special dates for Township events and meetings;
a listing of your fellow residents who volunteered
on Boards, Commissions and Committees in
2015; contact information for local elected and
appointed officials; and reminders of your trash
and recycling weeks for the year ahead, among
other things.

Otherwise, you will find financial results that
you have come to rely on, from a Township that
wins national awards every year for its consistent
excellence. Lower Merion Township faces certain
fiscal challenges each year, but the numbers for
2015 resulted in a fifth consecutive year - 2016 -
that was budgeted with no real estate tax rate
increase. Summary financial information for 2015
is included among four pages near the back of
this publication.

The year 2015 was a big one for the
Township in terms of events and
accomplishments. With Pope Francis due to visit
last September, the U.S. Secret Service informed
our law enforcement team (Township and
Philadelphia police, Pennsylvania State
Troopers, assisting officers and emergency
responders from all over Montgomery County)

that it was the largest event they had ever
planned, in the nation’s history. At St. Charles
Borromeo Seminary in Wynnewood - where the
Pontiff slept and met with seminarians - there
was only one hitch, a small fire quickly
extinguished by a full complement of Township
firefighters at the ready. With then-Board
President Elizabeth Rogan, | was very proud to
represent Lower Merion in front of a worldwide
audience.

Scarcely a month later, local, county, city, and
state representatives came together yet again,
this time to cut the ribbon on a true regional
connector: the Manayunk Bridge. The former
train bridge is now an active pedestrian and
bicycle commuter conduit and park, connecting
our beloved Cynwyd Heritage Trail and Main
Street in Manayunk, and to bike trails beyond.

Throughout 2015, commissioners and staff
worked hard to finalize a vital document for
our Township that was years in the making,
one that will impact decisions made for many
more years. Adopted in January 2016, the
Comprehensive Plan provides a framework for
future policy and planning decisions, and was
developed with citizens’ advisory committees
and much input (during many meetings) from
residents and stakeholders. The
Comprehensive Plan can be viewed on our
website, www.LowerMerion.org. (That website,
by the way, will be overhauled and improved
by the Fall.)

Ongoing capital improvements continued in
2015 with renovations and expansions for our
six Township libraries. The Ardmore and Penn
Wynne libraries recently threw open their doors
to astonishing new spaces. With the
transformation of Ludington and Bala Cynwyd
libraries in 2012 and 2013, that leaves Gladwyne
(now underway with the help of a $500,000
Keystone grant) and Belmont Hills (design and
prep work in process).

After taking office as president of the Board in
January 2016, | want to congratulate my
predecessor, Commissioner Elizabeth Rogan,
who served honorably and worked extremely
hard as Board president for five years. (Ms.
Rogan continues to serve as Commissioner of
Ward 7 after reelection last November.) In
January 2017, myself and current Vice President
Daniel Bernheim will switch our current titles, so
this time next year you'll be hearing from him in
this space.

In the meantime, do yourself a favor and go
find a Lower Merion Park or two that you've
never been to. We have more than 40 of them,
after all. You might just find a new favorite haven.

Sincerely,

W///”%"‘_

Paul A. McElhaney,

Board President

Ward 3 Commissioner, Belmont Hills,
Penn Valley and Bala Cynwyd
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Board of Commissioners meeting, 7 p.m g;mel\'rl:v;rl;l:v':li.light
= P RECYCLING WEEK A (Trespass - Genesis Tribute band)
Ashbridge Memorial Park
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
All Libraries are closed on Sundays
now until Sept. 4. RECYCLING WEEK B
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
RECYCLING WEEK A
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
RECYCLING WEEK B
28 29 30 31 | N
Township of Lower Merior
RECYCLING WEEK A Parks & Recreation

ARBORETA AND BIRD SANCTUARIES

Lower Merion Township is a perfect place to start a new gardening hobby or to become a fledgling birder. But the Appleford Estate in Villanova,

Ashbridge Memorial Park in Rosemont, and the Sharpe Bird Sanctuary in Haverford are just three of the Township's parks where plenty
of flora and winged fauna can be observed and photographed.






SUNDAY

MONDAY

8"  This year's "One Book, One Lower Merion" selection is
The Underground Railroad, by bestselling author Colson Whitehead.
Check www.LMLS.org for details and events.

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

—

£ FlatiRocK Parkussens

e

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

All Libraries are closed

4| Labor Day 5 6 7 8 9 10
All Libraries are closed
RECYCLING WEEK B
Holiday Week Refuse & Committee Meetings
All Libraries are closed Recycling * 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (Budget Workshop), 6 p.m.
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
. Lower Merion Library System (LMLS)
Patriot Day RECYCLING WEEK A Board Meeting. 7:30 p.m. Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
RECYCLING WEEK B Board of Commissioners meeting, 7:30 p.m.
25 26 27 28 29 30

BOATING AND EXPLORING THE SCHUYLKILL RIVER

RECYCLING WEEK A

Lower Merion is one of very few Townships with its own boat launch ramp and deck for recreational users, motorized and non-motorized

(a no-fee annual boat trailer permit is required). Flat Rock Park in Gladwyne is also a 24-acre riverfront nature park. The Pennsylvania Fish & Boat
Commission governs the waterway, and Flat Rock also has walking paths and picnic tables.

E=FlatRock Park
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

The parks where tot lots are located: Ashbridge Memorial Park, Rosemont, Bala Avenue Park, Bala Cynwyd, Bala Cynwyd Park, Bala Cynwyd, Bryn Mawr Community Center, Bryn
Mawr, General Wayne Park, Merion Station, Gladwyne Park, Gladwyne, McMoran Park, Bala Cynwyd, Penn Wynne Park, Penn Wynne, Roberts Road Tot Lot, Bryn Mawr, St. Paul’s Tot
Lot, Ardmore, South Ardmore Park, Wynnewood, Vernon V. Young Memorial Park, Ardmore, Warner Avenue Playground, Bryn Mawr, and Wynnewood Valley Park, Wynnewood.

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Clean Up Weekend, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,

Rosh Hashana Lower Merion Library System (LMLS) Koegel Complex (1300 N. Woodbine
Begins at sundown RECYCLING WEEK B Committee meetings, 6 p.m. Board Meeting. 7:30 p.m. Ave., Penn Valley)

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Clean Up Weekend,
8 a.m.-5 p.m.,,
Koegel Complex Yom Kippur Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
(1300 N. Woodbine Ave., Penn Valley) | RECYCLING WEEK A Begins at sundown Columbus Day (due to Yom Kippur)

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Household Hazardous Waste
Collection, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,

Koegel Complex Board of Commissioners
(1300 N. Woodbine Ave., Penn Valley) | RECYCLING WEEK B meeting, 7:30 p.m.

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Paper shredding event,
9 a.m.- noon

Koegel Complex

(1300 N. Woodbine Ave., Penn Valley) | RECYCLING WEEK A

30 31 E

“TOT LOTS”

Halloween 8 ") For the 2 to 5 set, Lower Merion has lots of choices for monkeying
RECYCLING WEEK B around with friends, neighbors and with Mom or Dad.

Learn more at lowermerion.org
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

Lower Merion Library System (LMLS)
Board Meeting. 7:30 p.m. Committee meetings, 6 p.m.

Harriton,Estate 1L Ashbridge Memorial Park

Committee meetings, 6 p.m.

Daylight Saving Time ends RECYCLING WEEK A Election Day Libraries Closed: In-Service Day Veterans’ Day

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

Board of Commissioners
meeting, 7:30 p.m.

RECYCLING WEEK B
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
RECYCLING WEEK A
Holiday Week Refuse & ..
Recycling * 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. All Libraries close at 5:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Day
27 28 29

RECYCLING WEEK B

Harriton Esta'te

HISTORIC SITES <PART 1 )Lower Merion is brimming with history everywhere, but at three parks in particular, it

comes alive in vibrant architectural detail. In Rosemont, there are two: the Harriton Estate and Ashbridge Memorial Park. Harriton House, once the

residence of Charles Thomson, secretary of the Continental Congress and now a nature park as well, sits on 13 acres and each year features a Plantation
Fair and an Apple Tasting, among other events. (See March for more.)
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THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

< Rolling Hill Paik- 1 stPawsTottot s oo
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Pearl Harbor
Lower Merion Library System (LMLS) Remembrance Day
RECYCLING WEEK A Board Meeting. 7:30 Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
RECYCLING WEEK B Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Hanukkah
Board of Commissioners Begins at sundown
RECYCLING WEEK A meeting, 7:30 p.m. — Libraries Closed
25 26 27 28 29 ~ 31
; “' - = .i ’-
. RECYCLING WEEK B . ..J e
Christmas Day Holiday Week Refuse &

Libraries Closed

THE LONG & THE SHORT OF I'T

Recycling * 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

The Township’s biggest park is Rolling Hill Park in Gladwyne, at 103 historic acres. Its smallest? The tiny St. Paul’'s Tot Lot, on the

corner of East Spring Avenue & St. Paul's Road in Ardmore - it's just 0.4 acre. St. Paul's is one of 14 tot lots around the Township.
See the March 2017 page for a list of where.







SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

New Year’s Day

RECYCLING WEEK A
Holiday Week Refuse &

Last day of Hanukkah Recycling * 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
8 9 10 (N 12 13 14
RECYCLING WEEK B Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day .
Board of Commissioners i
RECYCLING WEEK A meeting, 7:30 p.m. Inauguration Day
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Charlotte Miller
Simon Poetry Contest:
Poem Submission Deadline RECYCLING WEEK B
29 30 31

HII(ING & BRIDLE TRAILS Lower Merion's most famous hiking, biking and pedestrian trails just

RECYCLING WEEK A

Cynwyd'Heritage,Trail

Mill Creek Valley Park

might be our newest: the Cynwyd Heritage Trail in Bala Cynwyd and its brand new Manayunk Bridge river crossing into Philadelphia. But

there are hiking and bridle trails galore throughout Rolling Hill Park and nearby Kenealy Nature Park, Henry Lane Park in Gladwyne, and
Mill Creek Valley Park in Penn Valley. There are walking trails in many of our other parks, too.







TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

-

"y Committee meetings, 6 p.m. Groundhog Day

Lower Merion Library System (LMLS)
RECYCLING WEEK B Annual and Regular Board Meeting. 7:30 Committee meetings, 6 p.m.

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Board of Commissioners

RECYCLING WEEK A Valentine’s Day meeting, 7:30 p.m.

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Presidents Day
RECYCLING WEEK B

26 27 28

RECYCLING WEEK A

DOG PARKS

Dogs are welcome in all corners of Lower Merion, but there are a few spots where they can run leash-free, with a permit. West Mill Creek

Park and Rolling Hill Park, both in Gladwyne, have long trails for off-leash activity, and Rolling Hill has a sizeable fenced-in dog run as well.



L .
bl
EA!hbridge Me_|_'_|i10rial Park




MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
Lower Merion Library System (LMLS)
RECYCLING WEEK B Board Meeting. 7:30 Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Ardmore Library Charlotte Miller
Simon Poetry Celebration
D.aylight §aving Board of Commissioners .
Time begins RECYCLING WEEK A meeting, 7:30 p.m. St. Patrick’s Day
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
RECYCLING WEEK B N,
26 27 28 29 30 31
RECYCLING WEEK A

HISTORIC SITES <PART 2) At Ashbridge Memorial Park in Rosemont, there is an historic home (built in 1769) and farm buildings, along

with a walking path, tennis courts, an impressive new playground and plenty of passive open space on nearly 29 acres. And the Appleford Estate, a stunning home and park

gifted to the Township more than 40 years ago, is also home to a bird sanctuary, nature park, meeting facilities, meadows, woodland, a duck pond, a rose garden and
boxwood gardens on 24 gorgeous acres tucked away in Villanova.
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

McMoran Park

Clean Up Weekend, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Lower Merion Library System (LMLS) Koegel Complex (1300 N. Woodbine Ave.,
RECYCLING WEEK B Board Meeting. 7:30 Committee meetings, 6 p.m. Penn Valley)
9 10 [N 12 13 14 15
Clean Up Weekend, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Koegel Complex (1300 N. Woodbine Ave., Passover
Penn Valley) Begins at sundown
RECYCLING WEEK A Committee meetings, 6 p.m. Good Friday
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Earth Day
Clean Up Weekend, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Board of Commissioners Koegel Complex (1300 N. Woodhine
Easter RECYCLING WEEK B meeting, 7:30 p.m. Ave., Penn Valley)
— — 3
23 2 25 26 27 N B g ) 29
Clean Up Weekend, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., e ./
Koegel Complex (1300 N. Woodbine
Ave., Penn Valley) RECYCLING WEEK A
30 A
A 9, D =.
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SUNDAY

[}

MONDAY

RECYCLING WEEK B

TUESDAY

Lower Merion Library System (LMLS)
Board Meeting. 7:30

WEDNES

Committee meetings, 6 p.m.

DAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

RECYCLING WEEK A

Committee meetings, 6 p.m.

10

11

12

13

14

Mothers’ Day

(Libraries Closed)

15

RECYCLING WEEK B

16

Board of Commissioners
meeting, 7:30 p.m.

17

18

19

20

21

22

RECYCLING WEEK A

23

24

28

Memorial Day Parade & Service )Q

Concert (Township Building) 9:45 a.m.; Parade
(Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore), 10:30 a.m, Memorial
Service (St. Paul's Cemetery, Ardmore), 11:15 am.

RECYCLING WEEK B

Holiday Week Refuse &

Recycling * 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

30

318

PICNIC AREA You don't have to go far from home to enjoy a ready-made picnic or a barbecue.

Flat Rock Park,

Gladwyne

General Wayne Park,

Merion Station

Gladwyne

Gladwyne Park,

McMoran Park,
Bala Cynwyd

South Ardmore Park,

Wynnewood

Gulley Run Park,
Penn Valley

Shortridge Memorial Park,
Wynnewood

Vernon V. Young
Memorial Park, Ardmore

25

Wynnewood
Valley Park,
Wynnewood

26

27







SUNDAY

Wyhnewooa_-VaIIey Park

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Lower Merion Library System (LMLS)

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

RECYCLING WEEK A Board Meeting. 7:30 Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
1N 12 13 14 15 16 17
Flag Day
RECYCLING WEEK B Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Board of Commissioners
meeting, 7:30 p.m.
Fathers’ Day RECYCLING WEEK A
25 26 27 28 29
All Libraries closed Sundays now
through Labor Day. RECYCLING WEEK B

SUMMER CAMP AND ACTIVITIES

Lower Merion kids from 7 to 13 can attend day camps for six weeks each summer at General Wayne Park, South Ardmore Park, and Wynnewood Valley Park

But the Parks & Recreation Department offers a variety of programming all year long for different ages. It includes sports lessons, camps, and leagues; chess; apprenticeships; drama
camp; music lessons; and more. Check out seasonal offerings at www.lowermerionrec.com.
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RECYCLING WEEK A
Holiday Week Refuse &
Recycling * 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Independence Day Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Rosie's Senior Jamboree
(South Ardmore Park, Wynnewood)
RECYCLING WEEK B Committee meetings, 6 p.m.
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Board of Commissioners
RECYCLING WEEK A meeting, 7:30 p.m.
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
RECYCLING WEEK B Committee meetings, 6 p.m. -
30 31 .
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2015 LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP FINANCIAL REPORTS

Finance

The Township's Finance Department continued its strong record of performance and
was awarded the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Budget Award for
the 26th consecutive year. In addition, the GFOA awarded the Township a Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting, noting the high quality of the
Township's Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for the year ending
December 31, 2014. This was the Township’s 22nd consecutive CAFR award.

2015 Financial Results

Financial performance of the General Fund in 2015 was positive when compared to
budget. Actual revenue was 4.8% higher than budget levels. The Township's business
taxes, building and electrical permits, and several license and departmental earnings
categories all significantly exceeded projected levels. The Township realized expenditure
savings of 1.1%, or $676,900, largely the result of departments monitoring and limiting
their spending below budgeted levels, outside of overtime associated with winter storm
costs and the Papal Visit. In addition, the 2015 Budget included $1.4 million of negative
appropriations to account for anticipated expenditure savings, which was achieved
primarily as a result of personnel costs savings.

The 2015 Adopted General Fund Budget included planned deficit spending of
$2.2 million; however, positive budgetary performance including revenues $2.8 million
more than budgeted and expenditures that were $676,900 less than budgeted resulted
in a budget surplus of approximately $1.3 million.

In 2015, the Township Real Estate Tax millage rate was 4.19 mills, unchanged since 2011.
Real estate taxes are the Township's primary source of General Fund revenues and
represented approximately 51% or $31.1 million of the total revenues in 2015.

General Fund

2015 Actual 2014 Actual
Fund Balance (Beginning of Year) $19,780,200* $20,172,700
Revenue
Real Estate Taxes 31,149,600 30,990,200
Other Taxes 16,641,900 14,217,100
Licenses and Permits 5,587,300 5,513,300
Fines and Forfeits 1,103,200 1,026,000
Departmental Earnings 2,795,900 2,473,500
Other Revenue 3,778,600 3,615,400
Total $61,056,500 $57,835,500

2015 General Fund
Revenue (Actual)

Other Revenue: 6% Real Estate Taxes: 51%

Departmental Earnings: 5%
Fines and Forfeits: 2%

Licenses and Permits: 9%

Other Taxes: 27%

The Financial Statements of the Township of Lower Merion are audited by an independent firm of Certified Public
Accountants. These statements are prepared on a budgetary basis and are pre-audited. The 2014 actual financial
results have been updated to reflect adjustments during the fiscal year audit period.

* The Township’s 2015 beginning fund balance does not equal the 2014 ending fund balance due to a
reclassification that occurred after the 2014 financial statements were issued.



The Township's fund balance policy, or its fiscal safety net, requires a minimum year-end
General Fund undesignated fund balance no less than 12% of that year's total General Fund
operating expenditures. Further, the policy has a goal to maintain a year-end General Fund
undesignated fund balance within a minimum of 15% and a maximum of 18% of the General
Fund expenditures. In recent years, the Township has adopted General Fund budgets with a
structural imbalance anticipating a drawdown of fund balance to finish the year closer to the
policy goal range. Fund balance was reduced in 2014 but due to better than projected
financial performance in 2015, the fund balance actually increased. At year-end 2015, the
General Fund undesignated fund balance was 35%, up from 34% the previous year.

Your 2015 Tax Dollars

One mill of Real Estate Tax represents a tax of one dollar for each one thousand dollars
of assessed property value. A property owner of a single family detached home with an
assessed value at the Township average of $359,800 would have paid $1,508 in Township
Real Estate Taxes in 2015. That same property owner would have paid $1,134 in County
Real Estate Taxes and $9,115 in School Real Estate Taxes in 2015. For 2015, each mill of
Real Estate Tax represents $359.80 in taxes to that property owner.

Township Bond Rating

In 2015, the Township maintained its “AAA” rating from Standard & Poor’s Rating Service
and its “Aaa” rating from Moody's Investors Service. These are the highest ratings attainable
from both rating services and reflect the strong financial management, moderate debt levels,
and vibrant economy of the Township. The Township's management practices were rated as
“strong” under S&P's Financial Management Assessment (FMA). An FMA of strong indicates
that the Township's practices are strong, well-embedded and likely sustainable, which
includes policies governing funding, use and replenishment of reserves and conservative
approaches to budget formulation. This confirms the rating agencies' confidence in the
Township's financial management and its economic outlook. The Township is in a select
group of only five Townships nationwide that have AAA/Aaa ratings from the two largest
national rating agencies. The high credit rating means the Township's general obligation
bonds are considered excellent investment quality, allowing the Township to borrow at the
lowest possible interest rates, which translates to tangible savings for taxpayers.

$ in Millions

General Fund

2015 Actual 2014 Actual
Expenditures
General Government 6,918,900 6,540,000
Public Safety 24,118,600 23,225,800
Building and Planning 3,348,800 3,422,800
Public Works 8,627,200 8,315,100
Libraries and Recreation 7,219,900 7,413,100
Debt Service 9,510,500 9,261,500
Total 59,743,900 58,178,300
Fund Balance (End of Year) $21,092,800 $19,829,900*
Surplus/(Deficit) 1,312,600 (342,800)

2015 General Fund
Expenditures (Actual)

Public Safety: 40%

General: 12%

Debt Service: 16%

Building and Planning: 6%

Public Works: 14%

Libraries and Recreation: 12%

Fund Balance:

2004 - 2015

——FUND BALANCE

30 —&— REVENUE
25 ===-#c-- EXPENDITURES
° o—9
20 /’\’/v ¢
15 — —
N ° * * N

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015




2015 Revenue

Budget Actual
Real Estate Taxes:
Current Year $30,547,000 $30,497,000
Prior Year 720,000 507,700
Interim 75,000 145,000
Act 511
Real Estate Transfer Tax 3,360,000 3,272,400
Local Services Tax 1,825,000 1,914,700
Business and Mercantile Taxes 9,162,000 11,454,900
Total taxes 45,689,000 47,791,700
Licenses and Permits:
Beverage 21,000 20,200
Building and Electrical 2,000,000 2,118,700
Alarm Registration fees 533,000 541,100
Business Privilege and Mercantile 140,000 136,900
Plumbing 315,000 316,100
Streets 200,000 329,400
Health 69,000 69,300
Recreation 500,000 535,000
Cable Television Franchise fees 1,442,000 1,487,300
Other Licenses and Permits 30,000 33,300
Total licenses and permits 5,250,000 5,587,300
Fines and Forfeits:
Ordinance Violations 700,000 735,400
District Justice 410,000 367,700
Total fines and forfeits 1,100,000 1,103,100

2015 LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP FINANCIAL REPORTS

2015 Expendltu F@S Budget Actual
General:

Administration $4,164,700 $5,433,700
Parking Services 1,120,600 1,061,400
Legal 481,500 423,800
Subtotal 5,766,800 6,918,900
Public Safety:

Police 21,913,500 21,090,700
Fire 3,162,200 3,027,900
Subtotal 25,075,700 24,118,600
Building and Planning

Building and Planning 3,818,500 3,348,800
Subtotal 3,818,500 3,348,800
Public Works:

Administration 302,300 295,600
Highway 3,978,400 4,475,500
Electrical 1,300,800 1,195,900
Shade Tree 1,263,600 1,164,300
Facilities Maintenance 1,284,600 1,186,800
Other 117,700 309,000
Subtotal 8,247,400 8,627,100
Libraries and Recreation:

Libraries 4,465,800 3,999,800
Parks and Recreation 3,479,200 3,220,100
Subtotal 7,945,000 7,219,900



Departmental Earnings:

Parking 1,296,000 1,257,900
Police Services 357,000 493,600
Recreation 285,000 349,600
Zoning and Subdivision 449,000 529,400
Highway Services 61,000 161,000
Fire Services 4,000 4,300
Total departmental earnings 2,452,000 2,795,800
Other Revenue:

Payment in Lieu of Taxes 60,000 52,600
Investment Income 56,000 78,900
Indirect Costs - Solid Waste Fund 880,000 880,000
Indirect Costs - Sanitary Sewer Fund 655,000 655,000
Reimbursed expenses 155,000 153,500
Federal BAB's Subsidy 196,000 187,800
Highway Aid 1,360,600 1,402,200
Grants and Gifts - Police 50,000 90,000
Other 320,000 278,600
Total other revenue 3,732,600 3,778,600
TOTAL REVENUE $58,233,600 $61,056,500

Debt Service:

Debt Service 9,567,400 9,510,600
Subtotal 9,567,400 9,510,600
Total Expenditures $60,420,800 $59,743,900

Your 2015

Real Estate Tax Dollars

School Tax

78.1%

Township Tax

Montgomery
County Tax




2015 TOWNSHIP BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES

In 2015, 20 Township Boards, Commissions and Committees served our community
with varied duties and responsibilities. Some, such as the Environmental Advisory

Coundil, provide advice to the Board of Commissioners, while others, such as the Shade

Tree Commission, have exclusive powers. The specific duties and responsibilities
bestowed upon the bodies can be found in the Code of the Township of Lower Merion
or in specific Township ordinances. If additional information is needed concerning a
particular Board, Commission or Committee, please contact Township Secretary

Jody L. Kelley at (610) 645-6145.

CABLE TELEVISION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

(three-year term)

MEETS: Fourth Thursday
at 5:30 p.m. except August
and December

Steven Carter

Ronald S. Robbins

Linda Sherman

Jennifer Lynn Lewandowski
Howard Sherman

Erin Lulevitch

Ken Davis

Sharon Powell-Lee, Comcast
Regional Director of Government
and Community Relations

Janet Miller, Verizon Franchise
Management - Mid-Atlantic

Staff Liaison: Thomas J. Walsh -
Township Public Information Officer

CIVIL SERVICE
COMMISSION

(six-year term)

MEETS: On Call

Lee S. Bender, Chair

Wayne G. Davis, Vice-Chair

Duncan W. Van Dusen, Secretary
Matt Peskin, Alternate

Christine Dixon-Anderson, Alternate

Staff Liaison: Michael ). McGrath,
Township Superintendent of Police

ELECTRICAL
EXAMINING BOARD

(three-year term)

MEETS: Last Tuesday

at 2:30 p.m.

Glenn W. McClelland, Chairperson
Toby George

Norman Besden

Thomas J. Weber

Daniel V. Kincade

Staff Liaison: Dennis F. Sharpless,
Township Inspector, Building and
Planning Department

Candidates may submit their qualifications for volunteer service to the Office
of the Township Secretary and application forms can be downloaded from
www.lowermerion.org. The members of the Ad Hoc Nominations Committee review
applications, interview qualified candidates and recommend appointments or
reappointments to the full Board of Commissioners. The list that follows
represents active volunteers as of December 31, 2015 who selflessly
gave back to their community.

ENVIRONMENTAL
ADVISORY COUNCIL

(four-year term)

MEETS: Fourth Tuesday
at 7 p.m., except August
Michael Gross, Chairperson
Brian Hoppy, Vice-Chairperson
Bruce A. Bayne, Secretary
Tom Dilsheimer

Joseph Rudek

Michael Hays

Vacancy

Staff Liaison: Andrea M. Campisi -
Township Senior Planner

FIREFIGHTER
ASSISTANCE FUND

(two-year term)

Ernie B. McNeely, Township Manager,
Trustee/Plan Administrator
Commissioner Daniel Bernheim,

Fire Committee Chair, Trustee

Chief Fire Officer Charles J. McGarvey,
Trustee

Joseph W. Nagle, Trustee

HEALTH ADVISORY
COUNCIL

(four-year term)

MEETS: First Monday at 7 p.m.,
except August and January
Hillary C.M. Nelson, PhD, MPH, Chair
Eddy A. Bresnitz, MD, MS

Karen L. Anderson, RN, BSN, MS
Christine Stallkamp, MD, FAAFP
Susan Nolte, CRNP, PhD

Ann Kriebel-Gasparro, DrNP, FNP,
GNP

Staff Liaisons: Thomas J. Walsh -
Township Public Information Officer

Samuel Conti - Township Inspector,
Building and Planning Department

HEARING OFFICERS
Richard Wesley, AIA
Pamela Loughman, Esg.

BOARD OF HISTORICAL
ARCHITECTURAL
REVIEW (HARB)

(five-year term)

MEETS: First Tuesday

at 8 a.m.

Scott J. Kalner, Chair

Kathleen Abplanalp, Vice-Chair
Philip E. Franks

Sharon L. Sorokin

Ann Shepard Houston

Philip G. Ivory

Julie Alexandre

Ina Sargen

Staff Liaison: Michael R. Wylie,

HARB Secretary, Township
Zoning Officer



HISTORICAL
COMMISSION

(five-year term)

MEETS: Fourth Monday
at 4 p.m., except August
Christian Busch, Chair
Gerry Fisher, Vice-Chair
Miriam Camitta

Michael James

Melanie Piltch

Karen Nagel

Bruce Gillespie

Staff Liaison: Andrea M. Campisi,
Township Senior Planner

HUMAN RELATIONS
COMMISSION

MEETS: Third Thursday

at 7:15 p.m.

llene Wasserman, Ph.D., Chairperson
Sharon Eckstein, Esq,, Vice-
Chairperson

Mignon Groch, Esq., Secretary

Mark Aronchick, Esq.

Karen Cherwony, Ed.D.

Harold Goldner, Esq.

Staff Liaison: Roseann J. McGrath,
Township Director of Human Resources

LOWER MERION
LIBRARY SYSTEM

(two-year term)

MEETS: 1st Tuesday in
February, March, April, May,
June, October, December

2nd Tuesday in September
& November at 7:30 p.m.

OFFICERS:

Barbara Bisgaier, At-large Delegate,
President

Commissioner George Manos,
Commissioner Delegate, Vice-President
Michael Gordan, Bala Cynwyd Library
Delegate, Secretary

Betty Ann Izenman, Penn Wynne
Library Delegate, Treasurer
MEMBERS:

Jane Luce, Ardmore Library Delegate
Shari Steinberg, Belmont Hills

Library Delegate

Pamela Clark, Gladwyne

Library Delegate

Gregg Adelman, Ludington

Library Delegate

Lea Bramnick, At-Large Delegate
Barbara F. Hirsh, At-Large Delegate
Phyllis A. Rosenberg, At-Large Delegate
Commissioner Paul McElhaney,
Commissioner Alternate
Commissioner Anna Durbin,
Commissioner Alternate
Commissioner Rick Churchill,
Commissioner Alternate

Staff Liaison: Township Director
of Libraries

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
FOR EMPLOYEE
RETIREMENT PLAN

(three-year term)

MEETS: On Call

Joseph F. Huber

R. Mark Keating

Barton M. Silverman

Township Workers Association
Representative

Ernie B. McNeely, Township Manager

Staff Liaison (current): Eric Traub,
Township Chief Financial Officer

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
FOR THE MUNICIPAL
POLICE PENSION FUND

(three-year term)

MEETS: On Call

Joseph F. Huber

R. Mark Keating

Barton M. Silverman

Fraternal Order of Police Representative
Ernie B. McNeely, Township Manager

Staff Liaison (current): Eric Traub,
Township Chief Financial Officer

PERSONNEL
REVIEW BOARD

(six-year term)

MEETS: On Call
Matthew J. Comisky
Frank Lutz

James S. Ettelson

PLANNING
COMMISSION

(four-year term)

MEETS: First Monday at 7 p.m.
Charles B. Howland, Co-Chair

Brian O'Leary - Co-Chair

Anthony Vale

Harriet Ruffin

Catherine Cantlin

Richard Pasquier

George Ross

Staff Liaison: Christopher Leswing,
Township Assistant Director, Building
and Planning

POLICE PENSION
ASSOCIATION

(three-year term)

(One member is from the Board of
Commissioners appointed by the
Board, one member is appointed by
Common Pleas Court and one
member selected by Pension
Association membership)

MEETS: On Call

Jeffrey P. Orleans, President

Michael J. McGrath, Township
Superintendent of Police, Vice-President
Terry M. Newman, Executive Director
John R. O'Rourke, Solicitor

Brian Gordon, Esq., Board of
Commissioners - Commissioner Liaison
James J. Whelan, Treasurer

SHADE TREE
COMMISSION

(five-year term)

MEETS: Second Tuesday
at 7 p.m.

Richard Widmann, Chair
Patty Elkis

Philip D. Rodbell
Margaret M. Schofield
Robert Witmer

Hunter Hayes

David McComb

James McKee
Przemyslaw Walczak

Staff Liaison: Clifford Van Yahres,
Township Arborist

UNIFORM
CONSTRUCTION CODE
APPEALS BOARD

MEETS: On Call

Jeffrey Snyder, Chair
Patrick A. Guinnane
Joseph Graci

Timothy W. Lisle

Russ Acchione

Thomas J. Weber, Alternate

Staff Liaison: Arthur J. Noel,
Assistant Director of Building and
Planning

VACANCY BOARD

(Annual Reappointment)

MEETS: On Call
Maryam Phillips, Chairperson

ZONING HEARING
BOARD

(three-year term)

MEETS: Monthly as

posted / On call

Kenneth L. Brier, Co-chairperson
Charles J. Davidson, Co-chairperson

Michael Taichman-Robins, Esq.,
Member

Joshua L. Grimes, Esq., Alternate
Sean P. Flynn, Esq., Solicitor

Staff Liaison: Michael R. Wylie,
Township Zoning Officer

A complete calendar of Township
meetings can be found on
www.lowermerion.org.




2016 FEDERAL, STATE, & COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES

UNITED STATE
SENATORS

Robert P. Casey, Jr.
2000 Market Street #1870
Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phone: (215) 405-9660

Fax: (215) 405-9669

383 Russell Senate Office Building
Phone: (202) 224-6324
Washington, D.C. 20510

Toll Free: (866) 802-2833

Fax: (202) 228-0604
www.casey.senate.gov

Six-year term expires January 2019

Patrick J. Toomey
1628 JFK Boulevard

Suite 1702

Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phone: (215) 241-1090
Fax: (215) 241-1095

248 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Phone: (202) 224-4254

Fax: (202) 228-0284
www.toomey.senate.gov

Six-year term expires January 2017

UNITED STATES
CONGRESS
(2ND DISTRICT-PA)

Chaka Fattah

2407 N. 54th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19131
Phone: (202) 871-4455
Fax: (202) 871-4456

2301 Rayburn Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-4001

Fax: (202) 225-5392

www.fattah.house.gov
Two-year term expires January 2017

GOVERNOR OF
PENNSYLVANIA

Tom Wolf

255 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3017
Phone: (717) 787-2500
Fax: (717) 772-8284
www.state.pa.gov

Four- year term expires January 2019

STATE SENATOR
(17TH DISTRICT-PA)

Daylin Leach

601 South Henderson Rd, Ste 208
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Phone: (610) 768-4200

Fax: (610) 768-4204

Senate Box 203017

Harrisburg, PA 17120-3017
Phone: (717) 787-5544

Fax: (717)705-7741
www.senatorleach.com or
leach@pasenate.com

Four-year term expires January 2017

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
(149TH DISTRICT-PA)

Timothy Briggs

554 Shoemaker Road, Suite 149
King of Prussia, PA 19406
Phone: (610) 768-3135

Fax: (610) 768-3112

121A East Wing

PO Box 202149

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2149

Phone: (717) 705-7011

Fax: (717) 772-9860
www.pahouse.com/briggs or
repbriggs@pahouse.net

Two-year term expires January 2017

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
(148TH DISTRICT-PA)

Mary Jo Daley
815 Fayette St., Suite 200
Conshohocken, PA 19428
Phone: (610) 832-1679
Fax: (610) 832-1684

103-A East Wing

PO Box 202148

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2148

Phone: (717) 787-9475

Fax: (717) 787-0861
www.pahouse.com/mdaley or
repdaley@pahouse.net

Two-year term expires January 2017

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
(166TH DISTRICT-PA)

Greg Vitali

1007 E. Darby Rd.
Havertown, PA 19083
Phone: (610) 789-3900

Fax: (215) 560-4197

8 East Wing

PO Box 202166

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2166
Phone: (717) 787-7647

Fax: (717)705-2089
www.pahouse.com/vitali
Two-year term expires January 2017

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
(194TH DISTRICT-PA)

Pamela A. DelLissio

6511 Ridge Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19128
Phone: (215) 482-8726
Fax: (215) 482-9066

109B East Wing

PO Box 202194
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2194
Phone: (717) 783-4945
Fax:(717)787-1193

www.pahouse.com/delissio or
repdelissio@pahouse.net
Two-year term expires January 2017

MONTGOMERY
COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

Josh Shapiro, Chair
Phone: (610) 278-3025

Valerie A. Arkoosh, MD,
MPH, Vice Chair
Phone: (610) 278-3031

Joseph C. Gale

Phone: (610) 278-3028

All Commissioners can be reached at:
Montgomery County Courthouse
Main and Swede Streets

Norristown, PA 19404

Fax: (610) 278-5943

www.montcopa.org
Four-year terms expire January 2020

MAGISTERIAL
DISTRICT JUDGES

Henry ). Schireson
District Court 38-1-06

907 Montgomery Avenue
Narberth, PA 19072

Phone: (610) 664-5262
or (610) 664-6026
Fax: (610)667-3120

Six-year term expires January 2022

Michael P. “Sam” Quinn
District Court 38-1-07

116-A Cricket Avenue

Ardmore, PA 19003

Phone: (610) 896-8585
or (610) 642-5270
Fax: (610) 896-8601

Six-year term expires January 2022

Karen Eisner Zucker
District Court 38-2-04

11 Union Avenue

Suite 100

Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

Phone: (610) 668-1201

Fax: (610) 668-1204

Six-year term expires January 2020
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