
Requirements for Stucco & Adhered Veneers 
 

Compliance required with the provisions of the latest edition of the IRC 

(Section R- 703 “Exterior Covering”), ASTM C-926 and ASTM C-1063  

 

This checklist is being provided as a reminder of certain components 

that are part and parcel of an approved stucco assembly.  This list is not 

intended to represent all of the code requirements.  Contractors must 

comply with all the requirements in the PA Uniform Construction Code 

and the ASTM Standards listed above. 

 

• Corrosion-resistant weep screeds must be provided at or below 

foundation plate line (min. 4” above earth / min. 2” above paved 

areas).  Weep screed shall be a minimum 0.019” (26 galvanized sheet 

gauge) or plastic weep screed.  A minimum vertical attachment flange 

of 3.5” shall be provided at or below at the foundation plate line on 

exterior stud walls 

 

• For stucco extending below grade, capillary breaks are required to 

prevent the upward flow of moisture into the wall system 

 

• Drip screed/weep holes/through-wall flashing required at base of 

exterior walls (do not allow screed to become blocked by stucco) 

 

• Corner bead (or approved alternative) required at all external corners 

 

• Casing beads required to separate dissimilar materials 

 

• Min. 3/8” wide expansion/caulk joint, casing bead or similar device 

required at all fenestrations (i.e. doors & windows) 

 

• Expansion joints/control joints required to delineate areas not more 

than 144 sf in area.  Maximum distance between control joints not to 

exceed 18 feet 

 

• Water-resistive barrier required to protect internal components.  

Barrier applied horizontally with a min. 2” overlap.  Where joints 

occur, barrier shall overlap a min. of 6”.  Where applied over wood-

based sheathing, it shall be a water-resistive vapor-permeable barrier 

with a performance at least equal to two layers of Grade D paper. 

(over) 



The individual layers shall be installed independently such that each 

layer provides a separate continuous plane and any flashing intended 

to drain the water-resistive barrier is directed between the layers. 

 

Exception: Where the water-resistive barrier has a water resistance 

equal to or greater than 60 minute Grade D paper and is separated 

from the stucco by an intervening, substantially nonwater-absorbing 

layer or designed drainage space. 

 

*** You must have the water-resistive barrier(s) inspected prior to 

applying the lath to the structural members. *** 

 

• Lath attachment per UCC and ASTM requirements with min. 

penetration of 3/4” into framing member (wall sheathing is not a 

framing member).  Attachments for securing metal plaster bases to 

framing members shall be spaced not more than 6” apart for diamond 

mesh/flat rib laths and at each rib for 3/8” rib lath.  Lath shall be 

stopped at each control joint. 

 

• Corrosion-resistant materials are required to flash all exterior wall 

penetrations.  Aluminum flashing shall not be used adjacent to 

Portland cement-based stucco.  (Note: The flanges found on 

windows are intended for mounting purposes, not as flashing). 

 

• Sidewall (kick-out) flashing against a vertical sidewall shall be 

continuous or step flashing and shall be not less that 4” in height and 

4” in width and shall direct water away from the vertical sidewall onto 

the roof or into the gutter. 

 

• Minimum thickness of stucco (3 coat system) 7/8” total. 

o First coat 3/8” min 

o Second coat 3/8” min 

o Third coat 1/8” min 

 

• The second coat shall not be applied sooner than 48 hours after 

application of the first coat.  The finish coat shall not be applied 

sooner than seven (7) days after application of the second coat. 
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