2021 ISPSC 8305 - BARRIER REQUIREMENTS

Outdoor pools, spas and hot tubs shall comply with 2021 ISPSC §305. Barriers shall be at least 48 in. high, prevent passage of a 4-in. sphere,

include self-closing/self-latching gates opening away from the pool, and where a dwelling forms part of the barrier, comply with §305.4.
POOL FENCES & GATES

*Please take special note to section 305.

305.2.5 Closely spaced horizontal members. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and
the distance between the tops of the horizontal member is less than 45 inches (1143), the horizontal members shall be
located on the pool or spa side of the fence. Spacing between vertical members shall not exceed 1 % inches (44 mm) in
width. Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts shall not exceed 1 %
inches (44mm) in width.

305.3 Gates. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Section 305.3.1 through 305.3.3 and shall be equipped
to accommodate a locking device. Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away from the pool or spa, shall be self-
closing and shall have a self-latching device.

305.3.1 Utility or service gates. Gates not intended for pedestrian use, such as utility or service gates, shall remain
locked when not in use.

305.3.2 Double or multiple gates. Double gates or multiple gates shall have at least one leaf secured in place and the
adjacent leaf shall be secured with a self-latching device. The gate and barrier shall not have openings larger than %2 inch
(12.7 mm) within 18 inches (457 mm) of the latch release mechanism. The self-latching device shall comply with the
requirements of Section 305.3.3.

305.3.3 Latches. Where the release mechanism of the self-latching device is located less than 54 inches (1372 mm)
from grade, the release mechanism shall be located on the pool or spa side of the gate not less than 3 inches (76 mm)
below the top of the gate, and the gate and barrier shall not have openings greater than %2 inch (12.7 mm) within 18
inches (457 mm) of the release mechanism.

305.4 Structure wall as a barrier. Where a wall of a dwelling or structure serves as part of the barrier and where doors
or windows provide direct access to the pool or spa through that wall, one of the following shall be required:

1. Operable windows having a sill height of less than 48 inches above the indoor finished floor and doors shall have
an alarm that produces an audible warning when the window, door or their screens are opened. The alarm shall
be listed and labeled as a water hazard entrance alarm ....

2. A safety cover that is listed and labeled in accordance with ASTM F 1346 is installed for the pools and spas.

3. An approved means of protection, such as self-closing doors with self-latching devices, is provided. Such means
of protection shall provide a degree of protection that is not less than the protection afforded by Item 1 or 2.

Fence & Entrapment Protection Addendum
to Pool Permit Application
To be complete and submitted with the pool permit application

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

PROPERTY OWNER(S):

1. Who is installing the fence? Owner Pool Company Fence Company

Fence Company’s Name Phone#

2. Type of fence being installed (stockade, shadow box, etc):

3. Height of the fence (minimum of 48"):

4. Number of gates being installed?

Will gates open outwards away from the pool?
Will the gates be self-closing and self-latching?
7. Height of the locking mechanism:

ou

“Where the release mechanism of the self-latching device is located less than 54 inches from the bottom of the
gate: (a) the release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of the gate at least three (3) inches below the



8.

9.

top of the gate; and (b) the gate and barrier shall not have an opening greater than % inch within 18 inches of the
release mechanism”.

Is the house part of the barrier to the pool?

If yes, which one of the following is proposed for this property:

A. All doors and windows with sills less than 48" with direct access to the pool through that wall shall be
equipped with an alarm which produces an audible warning when the door and its screen, if present, are
opened.

B. All doors with direct access to the pool through that wall shall be equipped with a self-closing and self

latching device with the release mechanism located a minimum of 54 inches above the floor. Swinging
doors shall open away from the pool area.

C. The pool shall be equipped with a power safety cover. Where in a closed position, the cover shall be
capable of holding a weight according to ASTM 1346, shall not have any openings that allow passage of
a 4 inch sphere and shall incorporate a system to drain standing water that collects on the cover.

D. Operable windows having a sill height of less than 48" above the indoor finished floor and doors shall
have an alarm that produces an audible warning when the window, door or their screens are opened. The
alarm shall be listed and labeled as a water hazard entrance alarm in accordance with UL 2017.

Is any part of the fence an existing fence? . Does it comply with Lower Merion Township Building
Code?

10. Is any part of the existing fence located on an adjacent property?

If yes, approval to move forward with pool installation will not be granted until the Township receives a letter from the
adjacent property owners stating that you have permission to use their fence as part of you pool barrier. If the fence is
damaged or removed for any reason, the adjacent property owner will notify the pool owner. It will then be the
responsibility of the pool owner to install a code compliant pool fence immediately in order to ensure public safety.

The fence and alarm (if applicable) must be installed prior to the pool, spa, etc being filled with water. An
inspector from Lower Merion Township’s Building Division must approve the installation of the fence and alarm
prior to filling the pool with water.
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Pool Company (if applicable)

Applicant Signature Date:

BELOW INFORMATION IS FOR
NEW INTALLATION OR RENOVATION OF SWIMMING POOLS.

Entrapment Protection

Is suction outlet provided with a cover?
Is an atmospheric vacuum relief system provided?
Which of the two will be provided?

Safety vacuum release system

An approved gravity drainage system
Are a minimum of two (2) suction outlets provided?
Are they at least three (3) feet apart?

Does pool heater have a required accessible on-off switch to shut off heater without adjusting the thermostat
setting?

If heater is natural gas fired, a continuously burning pilot light is not permitted. Does the pool heater
comply?

A time switch that can automatically turn on and off heaters and pumps according to a preset schedule are
required. Will a time switch be installed?

Heated pools require a pool cover. Will there be a cover?
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