TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Annual Report — 2007

A. Members of the Lower Merion Environmental Advisory Council

LEIGH COHEN, Secretary, practiced environmental law at the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection. She worked for two years in the Conshohocken office
specializing in superfund and waste litigation. She then worked in the Office of Regulatory
Counsel in Harrisburg for five years developing regulations and policies in the areas of mining,
nutrient management and hazardous waste. Prior to attending law school, she was a Peace Corps
volunteer in the Philippines. She now works as a Program Officer for Eisenhower Fellowships
where she puts together programs for highly accomplished mid-career professionals to travel
around the United States to meet with experts in the Fellows’ fields of interest.

ALISON GRAHAM is serving her second term on the EAC, having been appointed in
1999. She serves as the Township liaison with the Darby-Cobbs Watershed Partnership,
representing the EAC. A graduate of Cornell University, Mrs. Graham is a former architectural
designer, and ran the Lower Merion Recycling Center until the Township took over the recycling
program. She has served on numerous local and regional civic boards, and is currently on the
boards of the League of Women Voters, the Lower Merion Historical Society, and Lower
Merion Affordable Housing.

RALPH GRASSO has been active in the Merion Park Civic Association, and served as
President of the Federation of Civic Associations. He operates his own floral and interior
decorating business, Acorn and Finch.

JOHN F. GULLACE, ESQUIRE, Chairperson, is a partner with the law firm of
Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox, LLP, where he is primarily involved in environmental litigation
and arbitration matters.  Mr. Gullace was appointed to the Lower Merion Township
Environmental Advisory Council in 2002 and again in 2006 for a second four year term. He
served as Chair of the Montgomery Bar Association Environmental Law Committee in 1999,
2000 and 2002 and was Vice-Chair of the Committee in 2001. Mr. Gullace also served as Chair
of the Montgomery Bar Association Practice Diversification Committee in 2001 and has been a
program organizer and speaker on various environmental topics, including environmental
litigation and alternative dispute resolution, for such organizations as the Pennsylvania Bar
Institute, the Montgomery Bar Association and the Dispute Resolution Institute. Mr. Gullace has
also authored a number of articles on environmental topics. Mr. Gullace is a 1990 graduate of
New York University School of Law and served as a law clerk to the Honorable James L.
Latchum of the United States District Court for the District of Delaware before entering private
practice in 1991. Mr. Gullace joined Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox, LLP in 1994. He is
admitted to practice before the Supreme Courts of New Jersey and Pennsylvania as well as the
United States Supreme Court and the Third Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Gullace received his
undergraduate degree from Haverford College in 1987.

BARRY W. JEFFRIES, Vice Chairperson, is a senior design planner at the
Montgomery County Planning Commission in Norristown where his work focuses on the
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development of the county’s parks, trails and its forty-two mile riverfront within the Schuylkill
River Federal and State Heritage Greenway. A native of Durham NC, he received his
undergraduate degree from The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a master’s
degree in landscape architecture from the University of Georgia, Athens. Barry relocated to the
Philadelphia area while participating in a post-graduate professional internship in urban forestry
at the Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania. He is interested in enhancing the
public’s understanding of our natural and cultural heritage while volunteering as an interpretive
guide at the Morris Arboretum, Philadelphia Landmarks Tours and at West Laurel Hill
Cemetery’s arboretum.

ERIC LOWRY, PE was appointed to the EAC in December 2006 and is a practicing
professional engineer with Pennoni Associates where he specializes in stormwater management
design, land development reviews, and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit
program management. He serves as a Streamkeeper volunteer for the Lower Merion
Conservancy and provides expert consulting as part of the Conservancy’s backyard watershed
assessment program. He is a volunteer historic tour guide at the Fairmount Waterworks
Interpretive Center in Philadelphia. Mr. Lowry serves on the Board of the Ardwood Civic
Association. He previously served on the Board of Directors for the Penn State Alumni
Association (Delaware County). Mr. Lowry is a 1988 graduate of the Pennsylvania State
University with a BS in Civil Engineering as well as a 2005 graduate of Villanova University
with a MS in Water Resources and Environmental Engineering. Mr. Lowry is a registered
professional engineer in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia and is a
Sewage Enforcement Officer in Pennsylvania. He lives in Ardmore with his wife, Marta,
daughter Sofia, and chocolate lab, Mocha.

JAMIE YADGAROFF, ESQUIRE has a general litigation practice with an emphasis in
the areas of commercial, contractual and environmental litigation. She represents plaintiffs and
defendants in civil litigation at both the trial and appellate levels in federal and state courts in
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, as well as arbitration and other alternative dispute resolution
methods. Jamie is also experienced in insurance coverage claims, land use, and environmental
regulation. Active in her community, Jamie is a past president of the Penn Valley Civic
Association and was appointed to the Environmental Advisory Council in November 2004. She
is a member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, the Philadelphia Bar Association, and the
Society of Women Environmental Professionals (SWEP). Jamie holds a B.A. in Political
Science from Penn State University (1990). She earned her J.D. from Temple University School
of Law (1993), where she was a founding member and senior staff of the Political and Civil
Rights Law Review. She is admitted to practice law in the Supreme Courts of New Jersey and
Pennsylvania as well as the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Jamie
resides in Penn Valley, Pennsylvania with her husband and two children.

B. EAC Major Activities During 2007

In 2007, the EAC finalized the Lower Merion Township Environmental Action Plan and
presented the document to the Board of Commissioners at the November 7, 2007 Board of
Commissioners meeting. The document as presented incorporated the ideas in Commissioner
Manos’ plan and comments received from the Lower Merion Conservancy. The EAC views the
Plan, and in particular, its list of initiatives, as a living document and welcomes additional public
input. The Environmental Action Plan has been posted on the Township’s website. The EAC
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has formed, with the consent of the Board of Commissioners, five subcommittees to work with
Township Staff on projects that fall into the following five areas outlined in the Plan:

e Land Use
e Energy
e Recycling

e Green Building
e Education

The EAC was also pleased that in 2007 the Board of Commissioners formalized its lines of
communications with the EAC by creating a three member Environmental Initiatives Committee
which is an ad hoc committee of the Board.

The EAC continues to be involved in open space issues and to support the Emerald
Necklace project, the pocket park in Ardmore and a trail on the old SEPTA rail line from Bala
Cynwyd to Manayunk. The EAC heard several presentations by Chris Leswing about the
Township’s ongoing open space initiatives and comprehensive plan goals. In addition, the EAC
provided Chris with a list of issues to be considered as work on the Township’s comprehensive
plan moves forward.

The EAC met with the Sierra Club to learn about the Cool Cities program, and the EAC
continues to evaluate whether to recommend conducting a Township Green House Gas
inventory. The EAC communicated with the Haverford Township EAC about its Green House
Gas inventory. EAC and Township representatives also attended a Montgomery County Climate
Change meeting which sought input on the County’s Plan to address Green House Gas
emissions.

In March, The EAC hosted a presentation by EP Henry through which Township Staff,
Commissioners, and EAC members learned about pervious paver systems that are designated to
mitigate stormwater runoff from driveways, walkways, and patios.

The EAC continued to collaborate with the Lower Merion Conservancy and endorsed the
Lower Merion Conservancy’s grant application to enhance riparian buffers at Shortridege Park.
The grant application was not ultimately submitted by the Conservancy.

In 2007, the EAC contributed an article on stormwater issues for the Township
newsletter.

The EAC nominated Riverbend’s porous pavement project and Aqua PA’s bio retention
basins incorporated into its parking lot for stormwater best management practices awards, each
of which won an award at the 2007 Urban Watersheds Revitalization Conference at Philadelphia
University. A representative of the EAC attended and participated in the presentation of the
awards.
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At the request of the EAC, Alison Graham and Township Staff compiled a history of
Lower Merion’s environmental initiatives and current successes to remind residents, Township
officials, and Township Staff of the Township’s environmental accomplishments. This
document is available on the Township website and titled “The Re-Greening of Lower Merion
Township.”

The EAC hosted a presentation by Pennsylvania DEP on the MS4, TMDL, and
floodplain programs. EAC representatives attended a stormwater management and streambank
restoration program sponsored by the Lower Merion Conservancy at Ashbridge. The EAC also
reviewed materials regarding the creation of stormwater utilities.

The EAC hosted a presentation by RecycleBank, a private company that provides
customer rewards based upon the amount of recycling a household produces, after which the
EAC and Township Staff determined that RecycleBank’s program may not increase the
Township’s rate of recycling or be financially beneficial to the Township.

An EAC representative attended a Solar Power Workshop hosted by the PA Resources
Council.

A Lower Merion Bike Committee representative made a presentation to the EAC and
provided the EAC with suggestions on how to improve bike and pedestrian access in the
Township.

The EAC reviewed and recommended the Township’s proposed Integrated Pest
Management Program.

John Gullace made several presentations on the role of the EAC, including a Penn Valley
Civic Association meeting and a forum at Rosemont College.

John Gullace was interviewed for “Eye on Lower Merion” regarding the work of the
EAC.

The EAC worked on the gas powered leafblower issue, hosted a leafblower
demonstration, followed up with Township Staff on the use of lower emission/lower noise
blowers, assisted with a grant application and proposed an ordinance on this issue.

The EAC provided comments on the Ardmore RFP proposals through an EAC
representative to the Technical Evaluation Committee.

The EAC heard from residents and state offices regarding invasive plant species, most
notably bamboo, and explored revisions to the Township’s nuisance plant ordinance.

In 2007, the EAC followed up on letters it sent to each homeowner with responsibility for
a Township Preservation Area, reminding them of their obligations to preserve and maintain
these areas. The EAC continues to collaborate with the Lower Merion Conservancy, Township
Staff and Commissioners to recommend education and enforcement possibilities to ensure
homeowners comply with their preservation area obligations.
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During the last year, the EAC reviewed plans for and provided comments on a number of
proposed projects in the Township including the Lower Merion School District school bus depot,
Red Leaf Manor, and Lower Merion High School redevelopment.

As part of our participation in the land development process in the Township, the EAC
regularly has representatives attend the bi-monthly meetings of the Township Land Development
Committee to provide observations and input, as appropriate, on proposed subdivision and land
development plans. We also have a presence at Building and Planning Committee meetings,
Planning Commission meetings and Board of Commissioners’ meetings.

Finally, we selected our officers for 2008. John F. Gullace, Chairperson, Barry W.
Jeffries, Vice Chairperson and Leigh Cohen, Secretary. Alison Graham completed her second
term on the EAC at the end of 2007, but continues as a member of the EAC pending appointment
of a new member. Ms. Graham has also agreed to continue assisting the EAC and Township
Staff with recycling issues under the Environmental Action Plan through the end of 2008.

C. Future Activities.

e The EAC will continue to work on projects with Township Staff that further the goals
outlined in the Environmental Action Plan.

e The EAC will continue to work with Township Staff to incorporate best management
practices into parking lot development and maintenance to promote greener, more
environmentally friendly parking lots for our Township. The EAC will review
existing natural features requirements and will look for methods to improve
stormwater management and to increase green space, including the use of bio-swales,
and the shading of asphalt areas.

e The EAC will continue to support the Board of Commissioners and Township Staff to
determine the best green building program to implement in Lower Merion Township.

e The EAC will host the first Township Environmental Awards ceremony in May.

e The EAC recently met with representatives of EACs from neighboring Townships
and intends to continue participation in such cooperative inter-municipal meetings to
share ideas, information and experiences.

e The EAC would like to develop a written list of items the EAC routinely asks
developers to consider in their projects, so that this list of preferred environmental
practices and designs can be provided to all developers on a routine basis and can be
considered by developers early in the development of their projects.

e The EAC would like to get more involved with stormwater management issues, the
implementation of stormwater best management practices, the implications of new
Department of Environmental Protection Guidance on stormwater management, and
stream bank restoration, as well as play a role in educating residents about these
matters. The EAC will continue to be involved in stormwater inlet tagging projects
with local community groups.
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The EAC would like to get more involved in the Township’s open space initiatives.

The EAC will continue to evaluate the feasibility and utility of a Township
greenhouse gas inventory.

The EAC will continue to monitor the land development process in the Township,
and will provide input on environmental sustainability and the implementation of
environmental best management practices where appropriate.

As part of its public education and outreach mission, the EAC would like to more
routinely communicate with the individual civic associations and the Federation of
Civic Associations to increase public input, understanding and support regarding the
Township’s environmental initiatives.

The EAC will continue to explore opportunities to collaborate and partner with area
educational and environmental institutions on public education programs.

The EAC stands ready to fulfill any other roles the Board of Commissioners deems
appropriate.

EAC Recommendations to the Board of Commissioners.

The EAC recommends that the Board of Commissioners adopt the proposed lot width
code amendments, with appropriate notification and protections for affected property
OWners.

The EAC recommends that the Township continue enforcing preservation area
requirements through its current enforcement initiative and the EAC’s Preservation
Area program to educate property owners.

The EAC recommends that the Township give high priority to the conservation and
preservation of open spaces and land along the Township's Schuylkill Riverfront and
its Emerald Necklace (the three connecting ravines) -- to connect the Cynwyd Trail
with the riverfront and the Township's existing preserved open spaces - Flat Rock
Park and Rolling Hill Park.

The EAC recommends that the Township continue in its efforts to make the
Township more pedestrian and bicycle friendly by supporting projects such as adding

bike racks to public spaces, improving pedestrian street crossings, and implementing
mechanisms to improve bicycle safety on Township roads.

Respectfully Submitted,

LOWER MERION ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
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DATED:

Leigh Cohen, Esquire

Alison Graham

Ralph Grasso

John F. Gullace, Esquire

Eric Lowry, PE

Barry W. Jeffries

Jamie Yadgaroff, Esquire
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