Child Passenger Safety Week
2015 Planner

Dear Safety Advocate:
CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY WEEK, Sept. 13-19, 2015 is only a few weeks away. During Child Passenger Safety
Week many communities plan educational programs and community car seat check events to provide education on
how to use car seats, booster seats, and seat belts for children. Certified child passenger safety technicians can help
educate families about choosing the right car seat for their child and the importance of registering car seats with the
manufacturer, and what to expect if the car seat is subject to a safety recall. The week concludes with National Seat
Check Saturday on September 19th.
We hope you are busy assisting in the coordination of safety events to bring public attention to the importance of
properly securing all children in the appropriate car seat, booster seat or seat belt. The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) reported the following percentage of child fatalities who were unrestrained in
passenger vehicles:
 27% of children less than 4 years of age;
 42% of children who were 4 to 7 years of age; and
 45% of children who were 8 to 12 years of age. (NHTSA Quick Facts 2013)
Every parent wants to protect their children and keep them safe. The best way to protect children in a car is to secure
them in the right seat, at the right time, and to use it the right way.
As an active safety advocate in your community, you dedicate many hours to promoting child passenger safety. Child
Passenger Safety Week is a good time to share the message to wear seat belts on every trip, ensuring that everyone
who rides in the car is buckled up and that all children 12 and younger ride in a back seat in a properly installed child
restraint appropriate for the child’s age, weight, height, and developmental needs.
“Right Seat ● Right Time ● Right Use” is the theme for Child Passenger Safety Week to highlight the importance
of selecting and correctly using the proper child restraints (rear-facing, forward-facing, booster seat, seat belt). The
National Child Restraint Use Special Study conducted by NHTSA found that 73% of the drivers of child passengers
said they were “confident” or “very confident” that their car seat was installed correctly and their child was seated
correctly. Misuse rates by these drivers were 59% for car seats and 18% for booster seats. Unfortunately statistics
show that nationally, three out of four children are not as secure in the car as they could be because their car seats
are not being used correctly (NHTSA).
The American Academy of Pediatrics policy statement addresses best practice for the use of car seats, booster seats,
and seat belts for children of all ages, birth through teenage drivers. These recommendations are evidence-based,
and Child Passenger Safety Week provides the opportunity to teach parents to make the tough choices to keep the
entire family safe. Information on these policies are found within the planner. Educational resources useful in
promoting child passenger safety are also provided.
Please contact us if there is anything we can do to support your efforts in promoting Child Passenger Safety Week.
The PA Traffic Injury Prevention Project (PA TIPP) will compile a list of all events and activities for the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and NHTSA. To have your event included on the statewide event list,
complete the event registration form provided on the back page. Events will be submitted to NHTSA and posted on
the NHTSA and PA TIPP websites.
Thank you for your dedication to protect children in your community. We look forward to working with you.
Sincerely,

PA Traffic Injury Prevention Project Staff
Angela Osterhuber, Project Director
Nicole McCalla, Project Assistant

Cathy Connors, Regional Coordinator
Teresa DeSantis, Regional Coordinator
Mary Lakari, Regional Coordinator
Kathy Strotmeyer, Regional Coordinator
Kelly Whitaker, Regional Coordinator

Check-up Tips to Achieve Correct Use of a Car Seat
Car Seat Selection
 Confirm the car seat or booster seat is in good condition and has not been recalled.
 Confirm the car seat has not met the manufacturer’s designated expiration date.
 Read the car seat instructions and/or label to make sure the car seat is appropriate
for the child’s age, weight and height.

Correct Direction
 Keep the child in a rear-facing car seat until age 2 or until they reach the maximum weight or
height of the car seat. When the child outgrows the rear-facing car seat, secure the child in a
forward-facing car seat.
 Attach the tether after securing with the seat belt or lower anchors, when forward-facing.

Seating Location
 Secure all children younger than 13 years in the back seat of vehicles for best protection.

Tight Installation
 Thread and tighten the seat belt or lower connectors through the correct belt path.
 Confirm the car seat does NOT move side-to-side or front-to-back more than 1-inch when tested at the belt path.

Snug Harness
 Place the harness through the correct harness slots following the car seat
manufacturer’s instructions.
 Secure the child with a snug harness. A snug harness does not permit excess
webbing to be pinched at the shoulder or hips once the harness is buckled.
 Place the harness retainer clip at armpit level.

Correct Use of Car Seats in 5-Steps
Selection
Select the car seat, booster seat, or seat belt that is right for the child’s age, weight, height, and developmental needs.
The right car seat or booster seat fits the child and the car, and will be used correctly every trip - every time.
Not only will the child ride as safely as possible, a child who is secured during every ride will establish a foundation
for a lifelong habit of seat belt use every time the child travels.
 Select a car seat with an adjustable harness height to offer options for rapidly growing children.
 Booster seats keep the lap belt from causing injury to a child’s abdomen and keeps the shoulder belt in the proper

position to provide upper body protection.

 Seat belts can be used to safely secure children when the lap belt stays low and snug across the upper thighs and

the shoulder belt crosses the center of the chest and shoulder.

Selecting the correct restraint type is the first step in making sure a child is safe in the vehicle. Be aware of height
and weight limits as a child grows. When in doubt, contact a child passenger safety technician in your community.

Direction

Location

For the best possible protection, secure children in a rear-facing child
safety seat until 2 years of age or until the maximum weight or height
allowed by the manufacturer of the car seat.

All children under age 13 should
ride in a back seat.

Rear-facing:
Always secure children younger than 1 year of age in a rear-facing car seat.
 The child should remain in a rear-facing car seat to the highest weight or
height allowed by the manufacturer’s instructions.
 If a child outgrows a rear-facing only car seat before age 2, use a
rear-facing convertible car seat to the highest weight or height
allowed by the manufacturer.

seat in the front seat with an
active passenger-side air bag.
 Read and follow car seat
manufacturer’s instructions
and the vehicle owner’s
manual to determine the
effect of side-impact airbags.

 Never place a rear-facing car

Forward-Facing:
When children outgrow a rear-facing car seat, secure them in a
forward-facing car seat with a harness for as long as possible, up to the
highest weight or height allowed by the manufacturer of the car seat.
Rear-facing: the shell of the car seat absorbs the forces of the crash
across the entire head, neck and back.
Forward-facing: the harness absorbs the forces of a crash and
holds the child in the vehicle.

Installation
Always read and follow the car seat instructions and vehicle owner’s
manual.
Seat Belt/LATCH
 Child safety seat should be secured with the vehicle seat belt or LATCH
system routed through the correct belt path.
 Seat belt/LATCH is tight and locked in place allowing no more than one
inch of side-to-side movement when pulled at the belt path.
 The installation should be checked for tightness each time the car seat
is used.
 Always use the tether when installing a car seat forward-facing with the
seat belt or lower anchors.

Harnessing
Always read and follow the
car seat instructions.
Harness
 Harness straps are snugly
secured to hold the child in
the car seat during a crash.
 “A snug strap should not
allow any slack. It lies in a
relatively straight line
without sagging. It does
not press on the child’s
flesh or push the child’s
body into an un-natural
position.”
 Harness retainer clip is
positioned at armpit level.

Here’s What to Do:
 Use a rear-facing car seat:
 In the back seat for as
long as possible.
 Up to the rear-facing
weight or height limits,
even up to age 2 or 3.
 With higher weight and
height limits if your child
outgrows their car seat
before age 2 to keep the
child rear-facing longer.
 Leg crowding is expected and
does not cause harm as long
as the child is within the
weight and height limits for
the car seat.

When children outgrow the rearfacing child safety seat, secure
them in a forward-facing child
safety seat with a harness for as
long as possible, up to the highest
weight or height allowed by the
manufacturer of the car seat. All
children under age 13 should ride
in a back seat.

For the best possible protection,
secure children in a rear-facing child
safety seat until 2 years of age or
until the maximum weight or height
allowed by the manufacturer
of the car seat. Children younger
than 1 year should always ride in a
rear- facing car seat. All children
under age 13 should ride
in a back seat.

Here’s What to Do:
 Use a forward-facing car seat
with a harness and tether in
the back seat.
 Use a forward-facing car seat
with a harness as long as
possible up to the upper
weight or height limits for
the harness.

Forward-Facing

Rear-Facing

Here’s What to Do:
 Use a belt-positioning booster
seat in the back seat until the
seat belt fits.
 Belt-positioning booster seats
raise and position a child so
the vehicle’s lap and shoulder
belt fit properly over the
strong parts of a child’s body.
 The lap belt must be snug
across the hips/upper thighs.
 The shoulder belt must be
snug across the shoulder and
chest.

Once children outgrow their
forward-facing child safety seat,
secure them in a belt-positioning
booster seat until the vehicle
lap and shoulder belt fits properly,
typically when the child is
approximately 4 feet 9 inches and
between 8 and 12 years of age. All
children under age 13 should ride
in a back seat.

Belt-Positioning
Booster Seat



Here’s What to do:
Use a correctly fitted lap and
shoulder belt in the back seat for
older children when they outgrow
the booster seat.
 Use the seat belt when the child is:
 Tall enough to sit on the vehicle
seat without slouching.
 Able to keep their back against
the vehicle seatback.
 Able to keep their knees
naturally bent over the front
edge of the vehicle seat.
 Able to keep their feet flat on
the floor.
 The shoulder belt must be snug
across the shoulder and the chest.
 The lap belt must be snug over the
hips/upper thighs, not the stomach.

When children outgrow their
belt-positioning booster seat, secure
them in a properly fitted lap and
shoulder belt. A lap and shoulder belt
fits properly when the lap belt lays low
and snug across the hips/upper thighs
and the shoulder belt fits across the
center of the chest and shoulder. All
children under age 13 should ride
in a back seat.

Seat Belt

Right Seat + Right Time + Right Use = Reducing Car Crash Injury.

www.pakidstrtavelsafe.org
1-800 CAR BELT

 The rear- facing car seat
absorbs the crash forces.
 The head, neck, and spine are
supported by the shell of the
rear-facing car seat reducing
harm to the child.
 Children younger than 2
years are more likely to be
injured if they are secured
forward-facing.

Here’s Why:

Rear-Facing Checklist:
 Child’s head is at least oneinch from the top of the shell.
 Harness straps are positioned
at or below the shoulder.
 Harness straps lay flat and fit
snugly on the child with the
harness retainer clip at
armpit level.
 Seat belt or lower anchors in
the correct belt path are
locked and tight with less
than one inch side-to-side
movement when pulled at the
belt path.
 Read and follow the car seat
manufacturer’s instructions
for an acceptable rear-facing
recline angle. When checking
the recline angle, the vehicle
must be on level ground.

Traveling rear-facing is 5 times
safer than forward facing.

Rear-Facing

www.pakidstrtavelsafe.org
1-800 CAR BELT

 The car seat harness:
 Spreads the crash forces
over the strong parts of
the child’s body.
 Holds the child in the car
and keeps the body
positioned in a crash.
 The tether limits head
injuries by reducing
movement in a crash.

Here’s Why:

Forward-Facing Checklist:
 Child’s ears should not be
above the top of the shell of
the car seat.
 Harness straps are positioned
at or above the shoulder.
 Harness straps lay flat and fit
snugly on the child with the
harness retainer clip at
armpit level.
 Seat belt or lower anchors in
the correct belt path are
locked and tight with less
than one inch side-to-side
movement when pulled at the
belt path.
 Tether should be used
following the manufacturer’s
instructions.
 Read and follow the car seat
manufacturer’s instructions
to determine the appropriate
upright or semi-upright angle
when installing the car seat in
the forward-facing position.

Forward -Facing car seats reduce
the risk of injury for children
by 71% compared to children
using the seat belt only.

Forward-Facing

www.pakidstrtavelsafe.org
1-800 CAR BELT

Note: Most children need to ride in a
booster seat until age 10 - 12.

 A belt-positioning booster
seat raises the child up so the
seat belt rests on the strong
parts of the body which
reduces stomach, neck and
spine injuries.
 The correctly positioned
shoulder belt keeps children
from putting the shoulder belt
under their arm or behind
their back, which causes harm
in a crash.

Here’s Why:

Belt-Positioning Booster Seat
Checklist:
 The belt-positioning booster
seat is ALWAYS used with
the vehicle’s lap and
shoulder belt.
 Shoulder belt is snug and
lays across the center of the
child’s shoulder and chest.
 Lap belt is low and snug
across the child’s hips/
upper thighs.

Booster seats lower the risk of
injury for children age 4 to 8 years
by 45% compared to children using
the seat belt alone.

Belt-Positioning
Booster Seat

Right Seat + Right Time + Right Use = Reducing Car Crash Injury.

Right Seat + Right Time + Right Use = Reducing Car Crash Injury.

Right Seat + Right Time + Right Use = Reducing Car Crash Injury.

www.pakidstrtavelsafe.org
1-800 CAR BELT

The lap and shoulder belt should always
be used for optimal protection.

 A seat belt:
 Keeps the child in the vehicle.
 Spreads the crash forces.
 Protects the head and spine.
 The back seat is nearly two
times safer; away from frontal
crash forces and frontal air bags.

Here’s Why:

Seat Belt Checklist:
 Seat belts can be used safely
when the child is:
 Tall enough to sit with
their back and hips against
the vehicle seat back
without slouching.
 Able to easily bend their
knees over the front edge
of the vehicle seat.
 Able to keep their feet flat
on the floor.
 Able to place the snug
shoulder belt across the
center of the chest and
shoulder.
 Able to place the lap belt
low and snug across the
hips/upper thighs.
 Able to stay in position for
the entire ride.
 All children under age 13
should ride in the back seat.

Lap and shoulder seat belts reduce the
risk of fatal injury by 45%.

Seat Belt

Study: Car Seats are for Traveling, Not Sleeping
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission recorded 47 sleep related deaths of children 2 years
of age or younger in car seats, bouncers, swings, strollers or slings between 2004 and 2008. This is
not a complete database of all such events, only those reported by consumers or manufacturers, so
while they appear to be rare it cannot be determined how often these deaths actually happen.
Dr. Erich Batra from Penn State's Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, Penn State College of Medicine,
Department of Family and Community Medicine analyzed these child fatalities in sitting devices and found that most
deaths were due to asphyxiation by improper positioning or strangulation by the harness straps. Using these devices
as directed and not as substitutes for a crib would reduce the risk of death, according to Dr. Batra. “The overarching
advice goes back to a more basic message of safe sleep,” Batra said. “In an infant, a safe sleep environment includes the
ABCs: they sleep alone, not in bed between parents, on their backs, and in a crib or bassinet without any loose
bedding.”
Two-thirds, (31 out of 47), of the infant deaths studied occurred in car seats. Car seats are safe in vehicles, but when
the car seat is removed from the car with the sleeping baby inside and the harness is loosened the child is at risk. "You
should not use a car seat outside of the car and an infant should never be in a car seat with partially buckled straps,"
said Dr. Batra. The study found that although the peak age for both sleep related deaths and sudden infant death
syndrome (SIDS) is at 4-6 months, injury by asphyxiation extended beyond this age range, with deaths in car seats
occurring in children up to 2 years.
About half of the deaths in car seats were due to strangulation by the harness straps, while the other half were caused
by suffocation due to positioning. Strap strangulation usually happens when the restraints are not fastened as directed,
Dr. Batra said. Whenever a child is in a car seat, the harness should be secured. “If people leave an older infant or
young toddler in a car seat and undo the straps thinking that it makes them more comfortable, that’s a significant
hazard. A child properly secured in a car seat is in very little risk of danger,” said Dr. Batra.
Juvenile product standards developed by ASTM International for hand-held infant carriers (ASTM Standard F205013a: Standard Consumer Safety Specification for Hand-Held Infant Carriers) requires a warning on the car seat to
address this hazard. The warning states: “NEVER leave child unattended,” and “Suffocation Hazard: Infant carrier can
roll over on soft surfaces and suffocate child. NEVER place carrier on beds, sofas, or other soft surfaces.”
The lesson for parents and caregivers is that infants should only sleep in cribs and should not be left unsupervised in
car seats, swings, bouncers, and other sitting devices, whether they are asleep or awake. Most devices, used as
directed, are relatively safe, Dr. Batra said, but he emphasized that babies in slings need to be “visible and kissable,” as
a sling may put baby’s head in a hazardous position otherwise.
SOURCE: bit.ly/1OEcWaD / The Journal of Pediatrics, online April 27, 2015

Parents want to do everything possible to make sure their child is safe in the
car. Yet few parents register their car seat and/or booster seat so they will
receive important information on recalls and safety notices. To register a car
seat, send in the card that came with the car seat, or complete a form on
the car seat manufacturer’s website.
If the car seat is being recalled because of a defect that may lessen the
protection provided for the child, the manufacturer will send a notification.
When you learn about a car seat or booster seat recall, find the following
information for your car seat:
 Manufacturer’s Name
 Model Name
 Model Number
 Date of Manufacture
Contact the car seat manufacturer or visit their website for more information and to verify if the car seat or booster seat
has been recalled; or you can call NHTSA’s toll-free Vehicle Safety Hotline at 888-327-4236.
If your car seat is recalled, do not delay in contacting the car seat manufacturer for a repair kit and fix the car
seat as soon as possible. Most recalls can be fixed by replacing a part that the manufacturer will send to you for free. If
you do not have another car seat or booster seat to use, keep using the recalled seat while you wait for the repair kit—if
the recall notice says you can. Using a recalled car seat or booster seat is almost always safer than letting a child ride in
just a seat belt. Many problems are minor, but some can be serious. All recalls should be fixed.
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News for Immediate Release
Sept. 7, 2015
(Sponsoring Organization) to Participate in National Child Passenger Safety Week
Town, City, Borough – (List in a series participating organizations,) are encouraging motorists to participate
in free child passenger safety seat checkups throughout Pennsylvania as the agencies mark National Child
Passenger Safety Week, Sept. 13-19.
This year’s theme, Right Seat ● Right Time ● Right Use highlights the importance of selecting and correctly
using the proper child restraints (rear-facing, forward-facing, booster seat, seat belt).
On an average day in Pennsylvania, there are about 332 reportable crashes on state highways. Research
found that using the correct car seat reduces the chance of fatal injury by 71 percent for infants and 54
percent for toddlers. In Pennsylvania from 2010-2014, 82 percent of the children under age 4 who were
involved in crashes and restrained in a child seat sustained no injury. (2014 Pennsylvania Crash Facts
and Statistics)
Children who are correctly buckled in a child safety seat, booster seat or seat belt benefit from the single most
effective way to protect motor vehicle occupants and reduce fatalities in a crash. If everyone wore seat belts
when riding in a motor vehicle, hundreds of lives in Pennsylvania alone would be saved. Research shows that
children are likely to be buckled 91 percent of the time when adults are buckled and only 68 percent of the
time when adults are not buckled.
Child passenger safety encompasses all children from newborns through teenage drivers. The American
Academy of Pediatrics provided best practice recommendations for the use of car seats, booster seats, and
seat belts for children of all ages. These recommendations are evidence-based, and Child Passenger Safety
Week provides the perfect opportunity to evaluate the safety of the entire family.
Under Pennsylvania’s child passenger safety law, all drivers are responsible for securing children in the
appropriate child restraint system. All children from birth up to age 4 must be secured in an approved child
safety seat anywhere in the vehicle. All children age 4 up to age 8 must be secured in a seat belt system and
appropriate child booster seat anywhere in the vehicle.
All children age 8 up to age 18 must be secured in a seat belt system anywhere in the vehicle. Under
Pennsylvania’s seat belt law, all drivers are responsible for the front seat occupants to wear a properly
adjusted and fastened seat belt system. All drivers under 18 years of age may not operate a motor vehicle in
which the number of passengers exceeds the number of available seat belts in the vehicle.
For more information on how to keep passengers safe visit www.pakidstravelsafe.org or call
1-800-CAR-BELT.
Media contact: Insert agency name and phone number here
###
If you are unable to afford a car seat,
call 1-800-CAR-BELT or visit www.pakidstravelsafe.org
to find the nearest car seat loan program.
Child Safety Seat Inspection Stations and Community Car Seat Checkup Events
are provided on the website.

National Child Restraint Use Special Study
The Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) conducted the National Child Restraint Use Special Study to document
use of car seats and booster seats by observing the car seat use of child passengers from birth to age 8 and interviewing the
driver. The most frequently observed misuses by car seat type are:
 Rear-facing Infant / Convertible Car Seat
 Incorrect angle of recline for children younger than one-year of age, a rear-facing angle less than 30°,
(Found in 16% of rear-facing only car seats and 12% of rear-facing convertible car seats).
Best Practice: The amount of recline in the rear-facing car seat should be between 30° and 45°, regardless of age.
 Forward-Facing Car Seat
 17% had a loose installation where the car seat moved more than 2 inches from side-to-side when pushed or pulled
at the belt path.
Best Practice: The car seat should not move more that 1-inch laterally when pushed or pulled at the belt path.
 Highback / Backless Booster seat
 Improper lap belt position where the lap belt was placed across the abdomen / rib cage,
(Found in 9% of highback booster seats and 12% of backless booster seats).
Best Practice: The lap belt position should be placed across the hips / thighs of the child.
The five most significant car seat and booster seat installation/use mistakes observed are:
1. The harness straps used to hold the child in the car seat are either too high or too low.
2. The chest clip is positioned over the abdomen or not used at all.
3. The car seat moves more than two inches in any direction. Anything more than one-inch is too much.
4. The harness has more than two inches of slack between the child and the harness straps. There should be no slack.
5. In booster seats, the seat belt placement is wrong, with either the lap belt resting over the stomach instead of the hips
or thighs, or the shoulder belt resting across the child's neck or face instead of in the middle of the shoulder.
Key safety recommendations to help families protect their children in the vehicle:
 Secure all adults and children using the correct restraint on every trip - every time. Parents who buckle-up set an
important example and teach children to always be secured when traveling in a vehicle.
 Keep children in the rear seat until 13 years of age. Children riding in the front seat are at a 40% to 70% increased
risk of injury. Riding in the back seat reduces the risk of injury in both frontal and side-impact crashes. (American
Academy of Pediatrics Child Passenger Safety Policy)
 Select a car seat based on the child’s age, weight, height, physical development and behavior needs. Choose a car seat
that fits the vehicle, and will be used correctly every time.
 Always refer to the car seat manufacturer’s instructions and read the vehicle owner’s manual on how to install the
car seat using the seat belt or lower anchors and a tether, if available.

The American Academy of Pediatrics Best Practice Recommendations
on the selection and use of the best child safety seat for your child.
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

All infants and toddlers should ride in a rear-facing car seat until they are 2 years of age or until they reach the
highest weight or height allowed by the manufacturer of their car seat.
All children age 2 or older, or those younger than 2 years who have outgrown the rear-facing weight or height limit
for the car seat, should use a forward-facing car seat with a harness for as long as possible, up to the highest weight
or height allowed by the manufacturer of the car seat.
All children whose weight or height is above the forward-facing limit for their car seat should use a belt-positioning
booster seat until the vehicle lap-and-shoulder seat belt fits properly, typically when they have reached 4 feet 9
inches in height and are between 8 and 12 years of age.
When children are old enough and large enough to use the vehicle seat belt alone, they should always use a lap and
shoulder seat belt for optimal protection.
All children younger than 13 years should be secured in the back seat of the vehicle for optimal protection.

Fact Sheet
Pennsylvania Crash Facts and Seat Belt Numbers


In 2014, there were 121,317 reportable traffic crashes in Pennsylvania. These crashes claimed the lives of 1,195 people
and injured another 79,758 people. (2014 Pennsylvania Crash Facts and Statistics)



On an average day in Pennsylvania:
 Each day 332 reportable traffic crashes occurred - about 14 crashes every hour.
 Each day 3 persons were killed in reportable traffic crashes - one death every seven hours.
 Each day 219 persons were injured in reportable crashes - about 9 injuries every hour. (2014 Pennsylvania Crash
Facts and Statistics)








Research has shown that correctly using an appropriate child restraint or seat belt is the single most effective way to
save lives and reduce injuries in crashes.
Lap and shoulder seat belts, when used, reduce the risk of fatal injury to front-seat passenger car occupants by 45%
and the risk of moderate-to-critical injury by 50%. For light-truck occupants, seat belts reduce the risk of fatal injury by
60% and moderate-to-critical injury by 65%. (NHTSA)
Pennsylvania seat belt usage rate was 84% in 2014. National statistics show that for every one percent increase in seat
belt usage, eight to 12 lives can be saved on the highways.
Research shows that children are likely to be buckled 91% of the time when adults are buckled and only 68% of the
time when adults are not buckled. Everyone should buckle up, every time!
Three out of four crashes occur within 25 miles of home.

Child Safety Seats Statistics












Motor vehicle traffic crashes were the leading cause of death for children age 4 and the second leading cause of death
for children age 3 and every age 5 through 14 in 2013.
Every 34 seconds one child under age 13 is involved in a crash.
NHTSA estimates that correctly used child restraints are even more effective than seat belts in reducing fatalities. Child
restraints reduce fatalities by 71% for infants younger than 1 year old and by 54% for children 1 to 4 years old in
passenger cars. In light trucks, the fatality reductions are 58% for infants and 59% for children 1 to 4 years old. (NHTSA)
Research conducted by the Partners for Child Passenger Safety Program at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
found that belt-positioning booster seats reduce the risk of injury to children 4 to 8 in crashes by 45% when compared
to the effectiveness of seat belts alone. (Arbogast, Jermakian, Kallan & Durbin, 2009)
Results From the National Occupant Protection Use Survey Controlled Intersection Study of 2013 found that:
 Restraint use for children from birth to 7 years old is 89%.
 94 percent of children under 8 rode in the rear seats of vehicles; 98% of children from birth to 12 months, 100% of
children age 1 to 3 years, and 90% of children from age 4 to 7-years. (NHTSA)
Among children younger than age 5, an estimated 263 lives were saved in 2013 by restraint use. At 100 percent child
safety seat use for children younger than age 5, an additional 55 lives could have been saved.
In Pennsylvania from 2010-2014, 82% of the children under age 4 who were involved in crashes and restrained in a
child seat sustained no injury. (2014 Pennsylvania Crash Facts and Statistics)

Resources on Child Passenger Safety:








There are approximately 1,000 nationally certified child passenger safety technicians in
Pennsylvania who teach parents and caregivers how to properly use their child’s car
seat.
There are 153 car seat fitting stations across the state that provide an opportunity for
families to have their car seats evaluated to make sure they accommodate the child’s
size and fit securely in the vehicle.
Visit www.pakidstravelsafe.org or call 1-800 CAR BELT for a listing of child safety
seat events and safety information for car seats.
Visit safecar.gov/therightseat, NHTSA’s parent resource website, for information on
making sure you are using the correct seat for your child’s age and size.
Visit www.justdrivepa.com, PennDOT’s highway safety website, for Pennsylvania
information on seat belt use, safe driving tips and other highway safety information.

Pennsylvania Law
Law for infants, preschoolers and children to age 8

SUMMARY OF PENNSYLVANIA’S CHILD PASSENGER PROTECTION LAWS
(Act 53, 1983 / Act 22, 1993 / Act 229, 2002 / Act 81, 2011 )

All drivers operating a passenger car, Class I and Class II truck, classic motor vehicle, antique motor
vehicle or motor home shall securely fasten infants and children under 8 years of age in an approved
child restraint/booster when riding anywhere in the motor vehicle, including the cargo area. The seat
may be in any seating position in the vehicle that is equipped with a seat belt; however, for maximum
protection, a back seat is preferable.
All drivers transporting children under 4 years of age are responsible for securely restraining those
children in an approved child passenger restraint system. (Primary Law)
 Violators may be stopped as a primary offense for non-compliance of the Child Passenger Protection Law
for children birth to age 4. Violators may be fined $75, plus court cost (adjusted annually); $45 Surcharge;
$10 EMS Fund and $10 administrative costs.
 The fine shall be dismissed if the person prior to or at his hearing displays evidence of acquisition of a child
passenger restraint system/booster. Evidence shall include a receipt mailed to the appropriate court officer,
which evidences the purchase, rental, transfer from another child seat owner (by notarized letter) or
bailment from a child seat loaner program.
All drivers transporting children 4 years of age up to age 8 are responsible to securely restrain those
children in a seat-belt system and an appropriately fitting child booster seat. (Primary Law)
 Violators may be stopped as a primary offense for non-compliance of the Child Passenger Protection Law
for children age 4 to age 8. Violators will be fined $75 plus court costs (adjusted annually); $45 Surcharge;
$10 EMS Fund and $10 Administrative Costs.
 The fine shall be dismissed if the person prior to or at his hearing displays evidence of acquisition of a child
passenger restraint system/booster. Evidence shall include a receipt mailed to the appropriate court officer,
which evidences the purchase, rental, transfer from another child seat owner (by notarized letter) or
bailment from a child seat loaner program.

Law for Children ages 8 to 18
All drivers of a passenger car, Class I truck, Class II truck or motor home who are under 18 years of age
and every vehicle occupant 8 years of age up to age 18 shall be secured in a properly adjusted and
fastened seat-belt system when riding anywhere in the vehicle. (Primary Law)
 Violators may be stopped as a primary offense for non-compliance and shall be fined $10 plus $45 Surcharge;
$10 EMS Fund and $10 Administrative Costs.
Each driver and front seat occupant of a passenger car, Class I truck, Class II truck or motor home
operated in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, shall wear a properly adjusted and fastened seat-belt
system. (Secondary Law)
 Violators, if convicted of the primary offense for which the vehicle was stopped, shall pay a $10 fine;
$45 Surcharge; $10 EMS Fund and $10 Administrative Cost for the seat-belt violation. Secondary law
means that drivers can be ticketed only when cited and convicted for another violation, such as speeding
or running a red light.
 Exceptions to the law are made for (1) those whom a physician has verified in writing are unable to wear a seat
belt system for physical or medical reasons or a psychiatrist/qualified specialist has verified in writing that a
person is unable to wear a seat belt for psychological reasons (written verification must be produced); (2)
occupants of cars manufactured before July 1, 1966; (3) a rural letter carrier during the performance of his
duties and only between the first and last delivery; (4) a driver who makes frequent stops and is traveling
less than 15 miles per hour in the performance of his duties and only between the first and last delivery.
A driver who is under 18 years of age may not operate a motor vehicle in which the number of passengers
exceeds the number of available safety seat belts in the vehicle. (Primary Law)
 Violators shall be stopped as a primary offense and shall pay a fine of $10; $45 Surcharge; $10 EMS Fund and
$10 Administrative Costs.

CPS Week Event Registration
Sept. 13-19, 2015

Pennsylvania will be joining the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and other states in the
nation in celebrating Child Passenger Safety Week and NHTSA’s Sixth Annual "Seat Check Saturday” on
Saturday, September 19 to draw attention to the life-saving potential of child safety seat inspections. The goal of the
program is to educate parents on the correct selection and use of their child restraints. Families are encouraged to
visit local fitting stations and/or community car seat check events to learn how to use their car seats correctly.
Join Pennsylvania in observing Child Passenger Safety Week and help us to get the word out about car seat checks
and educational efforts being conducted. Please complete and submit the event registration form for your
event. Event registration can be completed at www.pakidstravelsafe.org under the “2015 CPS Week”
section, or submitted by FAX at 484-446-3255, or by email to aosterhuber@paaap.org. All registered events
will be sent to PennDOT and NHTSA and posted on the NHTSA and PA TIPP websites and shared through local
media releases to help advertise the events. PA TIPP is compiling the list that will be used to share statewide with
community partners and child passenger safety advocates.
Share the success of your event by completing the data collection form. The information requested by
NHTSA is provided below. The data collection form can be completed at www.pakidstravelsafe.org under
the “2015 CPS Week” section or submitted by FAX or email. Please submit the Follow-Up Data Collection form
by September 30th. The data from each event will be compiled and submitted to PennDOT and NHTSA. Thank you
in advance for your time and cooperation in collecting the statewide efforts for Child Passenger Safety Week.
CPS Week & Seat Check Saturday - Car Seat Check EVENT REGISTRATION
DATE of EVENT _______________________

TIME ___________________________________________

EVENT LOCATION_________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________________________
CITY___________________________________________________
STATE __________

ZIP CODE _______________________

COUNTY ______________________________________________________________

NAME OF ORGANIZATION: ______________________________________________________________





Appointment Required
Appointments Scheduled & Walk-ins
Walk-ins

Contact: ____________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________

CONTACT NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ________________________________________________________

EMAIL: _________________________________________________________________

CPS WEEK EVENT(S)— Follow-up Data Collection Form:
Date

Check Event Location

Safe Kids
Event
(Y or N)

Techs
Assisting

Seats Checked

Seats Distributed

# of Car Seats
Registered on Site

Data collected will be included in the Pennsylvania report submitted by PennDOT to NHTSA
FAX to 484-446-3255 or email to aosterhuber@paaap.org

